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GOMER SCHOOL
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E ARE FORTUNATE TO HAVE SOME REMNANTS OF
THE PAST LEFT IN OUR COUNTY. GOMER SCHOOL CAN CER-
TAINLY BE COUNTED AS ONE OF THEM.

AS YOU DRIVE DOWN ABERNATHY ROAD IN SUISUN VALLEY,
YOU WILL SEE A SPECIAL LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE THAT
HAS ESCAPED THE WORST
RAVAGES OF DECAY AND
DISUSE. IT IS GOMER
SCHOOL, UNDOUBTEDLY
SOLANO COUNTY’S MOST
PICTURESQUE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL.

THIS LITTLE SCHOOL IS
NAMED FOR WILLIAM
GOMER WHO WAS BORN IN
1811 IN NORTH CAROLINA.
HE, ALONG WITH HIS WIFE,
JANE, FOUND THEMSELVES
IN CALIFORNIA IN ABOUT
1860. THEY OWNED 250
ACRES IN SUISUN VALLEY
AND 302 ACRES OF TULE
LAND A MILE SOUTH OF
SUISUN CITY. ALL OF THIS
WAS WORTH ABOUT
$11,040. LAND WAS VALUED AT ABOUT $20 PER ACRE! THE
LAND ON WHICH GOMER SCHOOL NOW SITS WAS DONATED BY
JANE GOMER AFTER HER HUSBAND DIED.

THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE WAS BUILT IN 1857. AS A PUB-
LIC SCHOOL, IT WAS CALLED SUISUN #2. IN HIS REPORT TO
THE STATE, SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS J.W. HINES STAT-
ED, “IT IS A MISERABLE OLD DINGY HOUSE SCARCELY FIT FOR
A RESPECTABLE STABLE. UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, IT WAS
RECENTLY BUILT, THUS DISMISSING THE PROBABILITIES OF
GETTING A BETTER ONE SOON; IT CONTAINS ONE ROOM AND
NOTHING ELSE.”

THE ORIGINAL STRUCTURE BURNED DOWN AROUND 1900.
THAT SAME YEAR, THE PRESENT GOMER SCHOOLHOUSE WAS
BUILT. A SECOND ROOM WAS ADDED IN 1926. GOMER
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SCHOOL HAD STUDENTS FROM KINDERGARTEN THROUGH
EIGHTH GRADE.

ORIGINALLY, GOMER SCHOOL HAD A 300-POUND BELL
INSTALLED IN 1927. THIS LARGE BELL CALLED STUDENTS TO
GOMER UNTIL 1957 WHEN THE LAST CLASS GRADUATED.
GOMER, WHICH HAD BEEN ITS OWN SCHOOL. DISTRICT, MERGED
WITH SUISUN VALLEY, AND THE BELL THEN STAYED IN FRONT OF
SUISUN VALLEY SCHOOL UNTIL 1986 WHEN IT WAS RETURNED
TO GOMER. THE BELL WAS STOLEN IN 2000 AND REPLACED
WITH A SMALLER BELL THE SAME YEAR.

IN THE EARLY 1960’s, THE SOLANO COUNTY OFFICE OF
EDUCATION (SCOE) PURCHASED GOMER SCHOOL. IT WAS
USED AS A BAKERY, RESTAURANT, AND WOODSHOP FOR STU-
DENTS WHO WERE ENROLLED IN THE SCOE SPECIAL
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. IN 1987, THE STUDENTS WERE
MAINSTREAMED, AND THE REGIONAL OCCUPATIONAL PROGRAM
(ROP) TOOK OVER THE SITE, ADDING A NEW WING WITH A
STATE-OF-THE-ART KITCHEN FOR A CULINARY ACADEMY. IT WAS
AT THIS TIME THE ORIGINAL CLASSROOM WAS RENOVATED TO
BECOME A MUSEUM, AND THE GOMER SCHOOL HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION WAS FORMED.
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CURRENTLY, GOMER SCHOOL IS USED FOR OFFICES AND AS
A MEETING PLACE FOR NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS. THE HIS-
TORIC BUILDING IS A MINI-“MUSEUM” OPERATED BY THE SCOE
IN COLLABORATION WITH THE GOMER SCHOOL HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION, A NON-PROFIT GROUP WHICH FORMED IN 1988
TO COLLECT PRE-1930 MEMORABILIA, TO HOLD MEETINGS, AND
PLAN EVENTS.

THE GOMER SCHOOL HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION IS PROUD
TO BE PART OF PRESERVING OUR PAST. WE COUNT GOMER
SCHOOL AS A REAL TREASURE.

Brochure Design by www.garsondesign.com

WE WELCOME SUPPORT TO HELP
PRESERVE THIS IMPORTANT

HISTORICAL GEM IN SUISUN VALLEY!
GOMER SCHOOL HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

(" PLEASE CHECK YOUR AREA(S) OF INTEREST:

(1 STUDENT AT GOMER / YEAR:
[ TEACHER AT GOMER / YEAR:
(J VOLUNTEER
(1 MEMBERSHIP:
(1 $20/YEAR INDIVIDUAL
(1 $100/YEAR GROUP
(J $1,000 LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP
(1 MEMORABILIA TO DONATE

(J OTHER DONATION: $
NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:
E-MAIL:

EMAIL ONLY USeED FOR MEMBERSHIP GSHSA CORRESPONDENSE.

PLEASE DETACH AND MAIL TO:
GOMER SCHOOL HISTORICAL
ASSOCIATION

4522 ABERNATHY ROAD
FAIRFIELD, CA 94534

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

QUESTIONS?

CONTACT GOMER SCHOOL HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION

* PRESIDENT/WEBSITE - STEVE GARSON
707-428-1743 + STEVE@GARSONDESIGN.COM

* VICE PRESIDENT/TREASURER - BOB Low
707-428-1283 ¢ LOWROB61@HOTMAIL.COM

* TOURS - BARBARA VAN PUTTEN
707-864-0500 e SILVERBAYNY@YAHOO.COM
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